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less to say, is that nothing will be done, and the reason which
is always the same, is that, if anything were done, it would not
"pay." The crushing cogency of the rebuke depends on the time-
honoured recipe of metalepsis inherent in all purely dialectical
disputation. Instead of inventing a scientific nomenclature free
from extraneous associations, economics, like theology, borrows
its terms from common speech, defines them ja a sense different
from and often opposite to their accepted meaning, erects a stone
wall of verbal logic on craftily concealed foundations, and defies
the plain man to scale it. According to Professor Robbins, the
part of the real world with which economics is concerned is
bounded above and below by the two covers of a dictionary.
So when the engineer says that a social amenity is technically
realizable, and the economist repEes that it would not pay, the
issue involved is merely one which concerns the "original defini-
tions of the subject-matter."

When there is a science of social technology it will give us a
balance sheet of human effort, materials, and natural resources
expressed in the established equivalence between the various
physical units of heat, kinetic energy, and potential energy. If it
is complete, the balance sheet will include the necessary minimum
of calorie debt involved in tbe human activity of administration.
It need not include the large wastage of calories involved in
maintaining the body heat, sudorific, and motor activity of
speculators, a surfeit of solicitors, and a multiplicity of middle-
men. As the word is used in its anti-social sense by the academic
apologists of salesmanship, the armament industry "pays" better
than a system of scientific food production socially planned to
meet the known dietetic minimum needs of a population. When
the thermodynamic balance sheet shows that the result of
adopting a new process is to increase the free energy of the
social system, and the social system operates to pile up a calorie
debt of human effort in the manufacture of poison gas, thermite
-bombs, gas masks, and subterranean concrete shelters the pro-
fessional employees of the banker exempt neither themselves nor
us from the universal conservation of energy by asserting that